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Industry supports calls for investigation into “black market labour hire”

Leading recruitment firm CPE Rural is supporting  appeals from the ATCU and Channel 7’s Today Tonight  (Ref: June 12 & 13) for government and relevant authorities to further investigate illegal labour hiring activities within the agriculture and horticulture sectors.

TT reported over 5000 jobs were unavailable to Australians, as result of exploited foreign workers being employed by rogue labour hire companies engaging in ‘black market’ type acts. 

Toowoomba-based CPE Rural managing director Shane Ridley agrees, “There are a number of dishonest operators who engage staff for cash, often paying well below award rates and conditions, and avoid paying superannuation and even worker’s compensation insurance.

“Often these positions are filled by immigrants, backpackers and itinerates who are not aware of their rights, and are exploited for monetary gain by these fraudulent operators,” he said.

Farmers and regional organisations who are already struggling to find suitable labour often engage these companies not knowing about their illegal practices.

CPE Rural management, along with many other reputable labour hire organisations, are constantly amazed by how many of these sham organisations operate within the labour recruiting industry.

The effect was compounded by the apparent reluctance of authorities to investigate and prosecute, Mr Ridley said.

“In nearly 10 years in the industry, and having seen many of these organisations come and go, I am only aware of one case of investigation leading to prosecution,” he said.

CPE Rural is r concerned about the long term impact on the already tight labour market.

“In an industry that is already struggling to find enough staff, due in part to a poor public image, these operators are putting at risk the future livelihood of unsuspecting growers,” Mr Ridley said.

 ENDS –

About CPE

CPE Rural is a leading provider of Recruitment, Project Staffing and Consulting Services to Agriculture and Horticulture throughout Queensland and New South Wales. Further information can be found at www.cperural.biz or ph 1300 780 273.
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